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POLAR VISIONS

•5­year process (1999­2004)

•futures studies for textile and fashion
design education

•MA­course (2 years / 16 crh)

•University of Art and Design, Helsinki



THE BIG PICTURE

The old traditions of textile and fashion
industry in Finland had faced great changes
from the 1990 and there was a serious need
to educate a new type of innovative
specialists for textile and fashion field, for
both local and global job market.
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DISCIPLINE

•arteology is a science

– where artefacts are studied
– of products and professions
– which assists the design and production of artefacts

– Latin "ars" (art, technique)
– Greek "logos" (word, knowledge)

(http://www2.uiah.fi/projects/metodi/123.htm 4th June, 2007)

http://www2.uiah.fi/projects/metodi/123.htm


DISCIPLINE
• artefact or artifact (lat. artificium) is anything

made by man
• a product of human work

– an industrial product
– a work of art
– a building
– an appliance
– a program
– a service

(http://www2.uiah.fi/projects/metodi/123.htm 4. June, 2007)
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TESTING THE PROGRAMME

2003­2004



C
O

U
R

S
E

S

S
E

M
IN

A
R

S

FI
N

A
L 

W
O

R
K

S

P
R

A
C

T.
 T

R
AI

N
IN

G

3. year

4. year

PRACTICE

THEORY & METHODOLOGY
Production

&
Publication

Futures
Research
Institute

Research
&

Development

Cooperation
with

Companies

S­03 4crh

K­04 4crh

S­04 4crh

”RADAR”

Experimental
Projects & pilots



SAMPLE 3



SAMPLE 4



DATA ANALYSIS



METHOD

•hermeneutics
•hermeneutic circle (spiral)
•pre­understanding
•conflict
•dialogue
•application
•horizon
•fusion of horizons
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“THE PATH”
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Designer / organization in focus

­introspection
­what experiences
­list of achievements
­what can be seen

­evocative description
­extending good experiences
­relating one to the field
­developmental potentialities
­what have been

­diversification of viewpoints
­variation of good experiences
­criticizing the field
­what would be, if …

­returning to reality
­evaluating of ideas
­re­analyzing the field
­how could we …
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Profession in focus

­critical view to present
­what is good / challenging
­list of principles
­what new can be seen

­questioning experiences
­recognizing inconsistencies
­realizing challenges / risks
­what could have been

­sharpening the focus
­classifying challenges / risks
­what else would be, if …

­scaling challenges / risks
­sketching new prototypes
­how will we …
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Field in focus

­critical view to future
­list of wishes
­what new should be seen

­taking other viewpoint
­redefining concepts
­focus on preferences
­what else could be

­ideating possibilities
­developing new principles
­what if …

­evaluating prototypes
­trying new concepts
­how should we …
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­broadening view to future
­improved self­understanding
­list of products / services
­what new can be

­reflective viewpoint
­adjusting to the national field
­what new still could be

­generalizing new possibilities
­redefining structures
­what if …

­activating prototypes
­confirm new concepts
­how do we …
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­redefine concepts

­criticism to global ambitions
­redefining principles

Global mirror

­global possibilities
­challenges set by society
­expectations of the field
­criticism back to self

­relating one to the global field
­preparation for global self
­understanding other cultures
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NEW FORECASTING



DESIGNER IN FOCUS

• reformation of design education
• pedagogic approach
• renewed learning environment
• designer’s new roles
• research and development
• production and publishing



PROFESSION IN FOCUS

•professional expertise
•design entrepreneurship
•design research
•design communication
•management and networking
•national and global competitiveness
•cultural flexiblility



•reforms in design education
•increased amount of designers
•strengthened design research
•deep know­how in the design field
•strong know­how centers
•design vs. national vs. global

FIELD IN FOCUS


