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e Regional councils are the responsible authorities in
regional development
- Regional program, regional plan




What is culture?
Old definition
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e Culture Is a certain static, collective whole, which is
connected to an area or region or to a group of people

e Culture has an own unique character, its own essence
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Culture is a continuously changing and heterogeneous interaction process

The definition is based on empirical facts, which demonstrate variation,
change and heterogeneity in different areas or regions and among
different groups of people
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Fredrik Barth’s analytical model

Applied to the analysis of the use of culture in regional
development

e Macro level: State, EU
- Local culture is seen as a tool in development work

- Local culture is usually seen according to the old definition of culture: cultural
constructions

e Middle level: Local organisations




Southwest Finland archipelago
today

e An idyllic archipelago milieu with over 22 000 islands in
a sea area of 10 000 km?

- Ininner archipelago wide and fertile islands, suitable for
agriculture




Regional development in
archipelago

= Regional Councils, municipalities, subregions and other
organised areas should improve economic and living
conditions in archipelago
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Familiar people living in the neighborhood and close interaction
with them

Nature and environment with islands and the sea
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e The central and unifying factor in all the descriptions about
Important traits in the own home area is the individual and
irp\timate relationship with ones own surroundings, the people and
the nature

= There are unifying traits in these relationships, but itis not




Archipelago in regional

development
- a hostalgic archipelago

= In a project TuMa one subregion
in archipelago concentrated on
development of tourist industry

Unique nature, living local




Archipelago In regional

development "7 N.
- a modern high guality product

= Interreg project Skargardssmak aims at
creating a new high quality brand of
archipelago, like there exists a _—
concept of the Alpine area e B Tonine Kachd
= In practice the target is to establisha .../
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Tensions arise

= Between the everyday life in archipelago and constructions of
archipelago used in regional development
- People in archipelago don’t want to live neither in museums nor in
high quality brands
- e is on the one hand very inti Ne e and private and on the other
|
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Regional development needs

cultural understanding

e Cultural constructions and symbols are not at all
irrelevant for people, neither in everyday life nor in
regional development

= Cultural tensions can affect all of: creativity and
rginalisation
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More information

Katriina Siivonen, Does European Union leave room for local identities?
Locality as a cultural semiotic process. - Ethnologia Scandinavica, A
Journal for Nordic Ethnology, vol 32/2002. Lund, Folklivsarkivet 2002, p.

63-77.
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